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Connecting Eastern Europe and Western 
Asia, Turkey’s unique placement not only 
presents visitors with a melting pot of 
historical and cultural pasts but a chance 
to explore myriad natural wonders — be 
they UNESCO heritage sites, monolithic 
mountains or waters of Baccarat crystal.

Istanbul still attracts the lion’s share of 
the millions of international visitors that 
travel to Turkey each year, drawn not only 
to the vibrant nightlife by the Bosphorus 
but also its celebrated cuisine, lauded 
galleries and 8,500 years of history that 

The Treasures Of Turkey 
Welcome to where east, quite literally, meets west.

APHRODISIAS
Izmir on Turkey’s Aegean coast is a well-
trodden tourist hotspot featuring museums, 
markets and decorative towers alongside 
spectacular views. But just 240km south-east 
of the city sit the ancient ruins of Aphrodisias, 
an ancient city with UNESCO significance. 
Named after the Greek goddess of love, this 
heritage site features a temple, a monument 
and an outdoor theatre that dates back to the 
first century. The area is accessible by bus or 
car from Izmir, with most choosing to lodge in 
the nearby village of Geyre.

Turkey’s treasured historic sites offer a glimpse 
into the natural and man-made wonders of 
a beautiful and vibrant country, a destination 
that not only boasts beaches of beauty 
and fabulous food but people who warmly 
welcome all who wish to stay.

To discover Turkey visit 
goturkey.com

CAPPADOCIA
Home to what are commonly referred 
to as “fairy chimneys”, the rock sites of 
Cappadocia in the Goreme National Park 
have been sculpted by erosion and their 
inhabitants since they first arrived in the 
third century. This unusual rock formation 
includes homes, churches and a warren of 
interlinked spaces. Somewhat reminiscent 
of cave communities in Spain and Italy, 
they still retain frescoed images that date 
back to the seventh century, a marvel 
singled out by UNESCO. Most visitors 
choose to stay in the nearby village of 
Goreme, an unspoiled hub that marries 
local life with a buoyant modern tourism 
industry. Wander the streets and watch the 
sun set over the horizon from the basket 
of a hot air balloon. You’ll find many take 
to the skies on clear evenings, offering 
unparalleled views of the region.

courses through its streets like water over 
rocks. But beyond the hammam baths, 
colourful bazaars, ancient ruins and known 
tourist draws, lies a country that is by 
today’s standards, little explored. Head 
south to Alanya tracking the picturesque 
Turkish Riviera and discover a vibrant town 
overlooked by a majestic castle that dates 
back centuries.

Shimmy northeast to Dogubayezit and 
climb the steps to Ishak Pasa palace to 
find a magnificent semi-ruin, perched 
atop a hill overlooking a snow-capped 
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mountain range. Travel southwest to the 
city of Izmir and on to nearby Ephesus and 
be welcomed into an ancient city pulled 
straight from the pages of mythology.

Regardless of where you visit in Turkey, 
each stop offers a unique perspective 
on its people and the UNESCO World 
Heritage guide offers an easy way to 
explore the region with purpose.

Boasting 18 UNESCO World Heritage sites 
of natural and intellectual significance, 
Turkey is a country ripe for discovery.
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