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It is queate a bumpy drve along a dirt
path, but the sunrise view at our destinaton
makes the rde worth i, especially when
the dark sky slowly Lights wup with an awe-
some rmux of pink and blue

Overiooking the barren, rugged land-
scape, the morming sky = dotted with
floating hot ar balloons And this s actu-
ally a typrcal mornng scene in -,
Turkiye's tourist destination famed for its
ot mer rdes

The Cappadocia hot air balloon nde s
defirmtely on every tourst's must-try Liss,
ncluding mane as well as my colleagues

While wanting to board our hot aer ballson,
whach is already hall inflated, we take the
Opportunity to soak in the vew at the Launch
wite

Around us, there are more than 10 hot
air balloons getting ready for take off. it's
quite inderesting o see the ground crew
working to set up the balloons, especally
when they are being It up by the roaning
flames of burn

g propane

About 15 munutes past dam. the pas-
sengers are called over to board the baskes
Onas by one, wdnnblnlotfnhﬁhﬂlhm

Sortably

The pilot. Mahmet Cevirli, who has fve
years of fiyng experence with Atmonfer
Balloons, begins the tour with a short

Soon after, our balloon starts to Lift
off the ground, slowly rising further and
further up It doesn’t feel scary ot all, as
i floats smoothly and begins fiying where
the wind blews

Looking down to the ground, the peaple
below look Lile tiry ants, but the view up
here =, oh, 8o breathtalang!

s & powv- dropping moment to see the
sunrise behind the mountamous terran at
this. hesght, especially with all the hot air
fiying across the sky. surrounded

Wiatching how the hot atr balloovs are betng Lookirg dowrn at the rock forrat lons of

set up.
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Once we are S00m off the
grﬂuﬂd Mahmet gives some informa-
tive facts about the geclogical formations
in the area

This wnigue canyon landscape and
unusual rock formatons, he says, ame the
result of nature’s forces from three volca-
noes — the Erciyes, Hasan and Melendiz
qutar — that erupted some 30 mélion

penp{n often ask, how does the piot
stear the hot awr balloon? Well, althouqh
these balloons go where the wind takes
them, the pilot can control the altitude by
burreng gas o 9o up. and sllowing the mrto
cool to go down. In fact, Mahmet has actu-
ally taben us s high a< 1,000 metres above
the groundf

He also uses the turneng vents to rotate
the ballcon 340° o passengers can enpy
a full R

s 1

and Rose ¥ we reach the Love Valley.

8 popular spot for its faary
There. owur hot awr balloon

a descent. Not only does this allow us to
nee the beautiful valleys up-close, but itis
alzo an ndcation that we are about to Lend
afytame SOon

In about five mMenutes, we reach a very

[

“Go nto your seated landing positon
and get ready everyons,” Mahmet sud-

msiructs.

All of us begin crouchsng and holdsng
the ropes in front of us_ | am prepared for &
rough touchdown, but inctead, the Landmng
% really smooth with post 2 Little shod

The landing is done in a very profes-

e manner — it's 50 smooth that it feels

The trader is then moved to another loco-
ton for the passengers to get off and jein
a colebration party organited by Armosier
Balloons.

Love Valley.




